could be a burglar or other criminal
trying to conceal the vehicle to escape
identification.

* Business transactions conducted from
a vehicle, especially when occuring
near schools or parks or involving ju-
veniles, could mean illegal drug sales.

e Anyone being forced into a vehicle,
especially children and females, may
mean a possible kidnapping.

¢ An abandoned vehicle parked on your
block may be a stolen car.

Other Unusual Situations
You Should Notice and Report

e Continuous “repair” operations at
a non-business location could mean
stolen property is being stripped or
altered.

® Open or broken doors or windows at
a business after hours or at a home
when residents are away could indicate
a burglary in progress or already com-
pleted.

¢ Unusual noises such as dogs barking
excessively, or anything that suggests
foul play or criminal activity.

¢ Unusually strong chemical odors in a
residential area or near a storage build-
ing may indicate an illegal drug opera-
tion.

While any of the above situations
could have an innocent explanations, the
police department would rather investigate
than be called after it is too late to prevent
a crime or apprehend a suspect. Remember,
your call conld save a life, prevent an injury,
or stop a criminal!

CRIME PREVENTION
BEGINS WITH YOU!

e Call the Fort Worth Police Depart-
ment to request a free home security
evaluation.

* Organize and participate'in Neigh-
borhood Crime Watch or Citizens on
Patrol.

® Mark your property with your driver’s
license number, following this exam-
ple: TX00000000DL.

Fort Worth Police Department

(€ 0D E)

Community Partnership To Prevent Crime

For more information, call the
Crime Prevention Specialist sevving

your avea:
North Division ........cccvvveeneee. 740-2119
South Division..............uvevneeee. 992-3405
East Division .......ccceeveeveeennnnnns 392-4804
West Division..........ceeeeeereeneenns 991-8476

Central Crime Prevention ....... 392-4125
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What is
Suspicious?

R

Help the Fort
Worth Police
Help You—
Always Report
Suspicious
Persons and
Activities

Non-emergency Emergency
335-4222 911

No police department can function ef-
fectively without the assistance of respon-
sible citizens. Officers depend on you to
report suspicious persons or activities.

Some people fail to call police because
they don’t recognize some activities as
being suspicious. Others may observe
suspicious persons but are hesitant to
report them for fear of “causing trouble”
or sceming to be a “nosy neighbor.” Still
other people assume that someone else
will call the police.

You should always call the police to
report suspicious activity immediately.
Don’t feel embarrassed if your suspicions
prove unfounded. Think about what might
happen if you don’t call. The police are
ready to talk to you and appreciate your
help. Look inside this pamphlet to learn
more about what’s suspicious.



IS TT SUSPICIOUS:

Anything that seems even slightly “out
of place” for a particular area or time of
day can indicate possible criminal activity
such as burglary, theft, or assault. Some
obvious situations to watch for and report
include:

* A scream heard anywhere.

e A stranger entering a neighbor’s
house when no one is home.

¢ The sound of breaking glass, gun-
shots, or loud, explosive noises.

¢ Anyone loitering around schools,
parks, or secluded areas.

¢ Persons who do not live in the neigh-
borhood loitering in the area.

e Anyone removing license plates, ac-
cessories, or gasoline from a car.

e Someone pecring into a parked car.

e Persons entering or leaving a place of
business when it is closed.

* Anyone selling merchandise at ridicu-
lously low prices.

Some Not So Obvious
Things to Watch For...

Not every stranger who comes into
your neighborhood is a criminal. Many
are legitimate sales and service persons.

However, some criminals conceal their
true purposes by assuming the guise of legiti-
mate business vepresentatives. If a criminal
looked like a criminal, then no one would
have trouble spotting one!

Consider the following situations:

* Someone is going door-to-door on

your street. If after visiting a few
houses, the person tries a door to see
if it’s locked, or goes into a side or

back yard, he or she may be a burglar.
This behavior is even more suspicious

if another person stays in a “lookout”
position in front of the house or in a

car.

® Anyone waiting in front of a house
or business is suspicious if the resi-
dents are not home or the business is
closed. The person may be a lookout
for a burglary in progress.

* Anyone forcing or attempting to force
entry into a home, business, or vehicle
is suspicious, anytime, anywhere.

e Someone running, especially if car-
rying something of value, could be
leaving the scene of a crime.

* A person carrying property could
be suspicious if the hour or place

is unusual, or if the property is not
wrapped as though just purchased.

e Excessive traffic to and from a particu-
lar residence may be suspicious if it oc-
curs very regularly, daily, or during late
or unusual hours. This may indicate
drug dealing or other criminal activity.

* Someone exhibiting unusual mental
or physical symptoms may be injured,
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, or may need medical or psychi-
atric assistance.

Watch For Suspicious
Vehicles, Too

e Any vehicle moving slowly and with-
out lights, or driving in an aimless or
repetitive pattern may be suspicious,
particularly if this occurs near schools,
parks, or playgrounds. The driver may
be “casing” places to rob or burglar-
ize, or may a drug dealer or sex of-
fender.

e Persons sitting in parked cars are
especially significant if observed at an
unusual hour. They could be burglary
“lookouts” even if they look like a
couple.

e Vehicles being loaded with valuables
are suspicious when parked in front of
a business that is closed or a residence
when no one is home, even if the
vehicle appears to be a legitimate, com-
mercial unit. Some professional thieves
“customize” their vehicles with signs
to allay suspicion. ‘

e Someone parking a vehicle on one
street and walking to another street



P erhaps you can recall a TV commercial for a brand

of oil filter that warned, “You can pay me now, or

you can pay me later.” The same concept can be applied to
crime. Consider the following direct and indirect costs:

« Property loss and personal injury

« More tax dollars spent for increased law enforcement
and legal costs

« Higher prices for products and services due to business
theft and related expenses

How can we lower the cost of crime?

Reducing the number of crimes committed is the simplest
way to cut the cost of crime. One of the most effective crime
prevention programs in the United States is neighborhood
CRIME WATCH.

Participation in Crime Watch requires only that you
volunteer a small amount of your time. By maintaining a
commitment to prevent crime in your neighborhood, you
reduce the risk of paying a higher price later as a victim.
The key to success is to keep Crime Watch members com-
mitted over time.

BENEFITS OF CRIME WATCH

« In neighborhoods with Crime Watch, criminal activity
has decreased, and in some cases, has been stopped alto-
gether.

« Reducing crime helps improve neighborhoods, prevent
decline, and protect property values.

« Apartment complexes, businesses, and schools can par-
ticipate in Crime Watch.

 Crime Watch groups can identify community resources
and address neighborhood concerns.

How CRIME WATCH Works

A Crime Watch group typically covers one city
block. Each group has a block captain and an
alternate. Members meet periodically and work
with police to reduce crime by:

Watching each other’s homes, businesses,
and apartments

Learning ways to increase personal safety
and security of property

Reporting suspicious persons and activities
to police

When residents make it harder for crimi-
nals to victimize them, fewer crimes are
likely to be committed. That translates into
lowering the cost of crime for everyone!

Getting Started

Anyone who wants to organize a Crime Watch should
contact all residents on their block to determine who
wants to participate.

If enough residents are interested, the organizer should
contact the police department to receive Crime Watch
training.

The block captain and alternate attend a two-hour class
explaining the Crime Watch program.

Block residents meet with the captains to get acquainted
and organized.



For more information, contact the
Crime Prevention Specialist serving your area:

P reven ti N g C Y i me v North Division . . .............. 740-2119

° ° EastDivision . ................ 392-4804
Begl ns Wl th You South Division................ 922-3405
‘ ~ WestDivision. ................ 871-5480

" Central Crime Prevention . . . . ... 392-4125

HOME SECURITY SURVEY
The following checklist can help you assess the security
of your home and identify weaknesses that can make your
home an “easy target” for criminals.

FROM THE CURB
1. Are house numbers visible from the street for emer-
gency services such as police, fire and ambulance?
2. Does the overall appearance of your home give crimi-
nals information about you and your family that would
assist them in victimizing you?

]Oi n N e i gh bo rhOOd ‘ " Don't let mail or newspapers accumulate.

* Don't leave outdoor lighting on continuously when

Cri me Watc h | you're away.

» Don 't leave garage doors open anytime.

3. Are all fence gates padlocked to make it more difficult
for strangers to enter your yard?

DO N ,T B E A | I CTI M LANDSCAPING
B E A O L U N TE E R 1. Are shrubs and trees trimmed to give a clear view of

your home from neighboring residences?
2. Are shrubs and trees trimmed to avoid concealing
intruders, especially near doors and windows?

FO RT WO RT H 1. Do you have(zrlli; ]c?e(z(():;iff‘: ﬁ;ﬁzir lighting only

at front and back doors?

2. Do you have true security lighting operated by an
electric eye or timer, that provides your home with a
perimeter of light?







